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. Join the smart set fil
and soakupthe
gentle charms of g
Nantucket, says .
JENNY COAD

ED trousers are on trend in
Nantucket., Apparently, the
cheery-coloured chino came
into being here when a local
clothing retailer fell into a
cranberry bog wearing cream
trousers and had a Eureka moment.
i Lhe Islnnd fror

om
nth

nd, lea om‘
keep the home fires burning.

hing
And where

wild Atlantic surf crashes onto stretches of

sand flanked by dunes and prairie grasses.
I am here on a hot holiday weekend The
sky is a brilliant blue, the breeze clear and

cooling It seems a million miles away
from those whaling days.

Nantucket sits in the Atlantic, roughly
200 miles from New York and 100 from
Boston. The ori Nantucketers were
Quakers and their modest prlnci les
are represented in the discreet of
local architecture, house is clad in
, which turns a restful grey

climate.
Evnrythlng 18 calm on the eye, if
catastrophie on the wallet

Hollday here and ou'll be rubbin 005
shoulders with the likes of Hollyw:
stars Ben Btiller, whose family own a
house here, Drew Barrymore and
Leonardo DiCaprio, who drop in to get
away from the world's aae ~ or to
attend the annual film festiv:

Only 12,000 Nantueketers live here
ﬂk ar round, and parts of the island -

e Siasconset on the eastern tip ~
shut down for winter. Those perrectky
manicured streets must be eerie
under a chilly sea fog,

But in summer thc lslangogopula
tion swells to more |
on a sunny weekend, 1r. s rammed. And
not just with wealbhy A-listers.

Anight's stay starts at £80 at the Jared
Coffin House, You can come here for a
loved-up break, or an all-American

holiday. ’I'heWhlteElephant hotel
has it all covered. Families will love the

) ..I
main hotel, m on the water, whj
offers a cbmld- dly beach and pig-ou

Groups of friends will like the centre of
town loft for the easy stumble from bars
and bouuques and o) n to self-cater,

Couples seeking solitude should catch
the boat to The Wauwinet inn, on the
north-east corner of the island, for
lunch, The trip provides views of dreamy
homes adorning the inner coast:

HE evening scene in town t
and everyone under the age ol
is asked for ID, For a 30-
like me that sa thrlllth
ed, especially the dimin
utive Club Car bar — a restored trln

carriage from the rail
Siasconset in the 19th century Intha
Club Car there’s live pian
shume past each ntherlnasort ofdanoo \

%et to the bar or loo.

the harbour, there's more spi

cious outdoor drinking. Cru hay
glittering views of the moored yachu |
and draws a varled crowd, dandy
dressers from Cape Cod and skln '
surgeons who've nipped over from
Boston, among them. Cucumber !
martinis ahoy. The Big Apple and

THE Headland Hotel Is a huge red-
brick blob of Victorlana that stands
high above Newquay’s Fistral Beach
In the manner of an austere school-
master who refuses to pack his bags
and hop mm rememem W
‘Good lord, says my wife as we
up Just in time toen)oy a traditional
ummtea. 'malittle uneasy myself.

's some going
on (the Prince of%ales, later
Edward VIII, convalesced here after
tiaving murps), but the main hall
and public sitting areas are gloomy.
ueurement home comes to mind,

Mind you, the welcome Is warm
and friendiv. and we are eccorted to

|

and a super-duper new spa opens
for business later In the yeat.
Peoplecomevromamwenmny

thelinkta:
Rosamunde Pﬂcher, who used to
attend at The Headland. P
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Boston feed the island scene. Those
owning a home in either city as well as
on Nantucket must feel they have
made it.
I stop over in Boston for a few dﬁ:
People this elegant city looks like
London, But it is smarter, cleaner and,
nt 38c in su{r}l}mer muchlho%ter
Hap ere are p enty
of coo! fdlglersions Isabe
Btewart Gardner’ s
captivating museum
is my favourite.
She was a wealthy
patron of the arts,

WISDOM

~from Roman sculpture to sarcophagi
and a sedan chair. There are letters
written by Isabella, too. ‘I am drinking
myself drunk wi th Europa and then
sitting for hours, thinking and
dreaming about her,’ she wrote of

Titlan’s masterpiece,
Isabella’s other home was 152
Beacon Street, where the smart
> set still live. The architect of
Beacon Hill was a great fan
of London squares and
thle area has a refined

ele

ander here for

¢ Hel Melville based attractive lamp-lit
S0 artis? 5 MobyDick OnNartuckats | Susei. qurky hops
s'{} o Sa;r]guegg.um whaling industry, which  Adams in The Sevens,
which opened in wasatitspeakinthe = a real:life Cheers-
1903, was designed 1800s, Read more at S Oak Long Bab
by Isabella to house t,-awlma” co.uk and Kitchen af the

her vast collection.
Almost every major
artist you can name -—
from Michelangelo to
Matisse, Manet, Raphael, Ver-
meer, Degas and Botticelli — s re re-
sented on the walls. There are letf
to Isabella from the great and the
good, including one from the actress,
Ellen Terry, to arrange a lunch date.
It's stuﬂed with all sorts of antiques

central Fairmont Copley

Plaza hotel, where I stay,

hosts what a local describes
an old town crowd',

It has lobster macaroni and cheese
on the menu. New England lobster is
the best — and it’s served every which
way. Which reminds me, in the White
Elephant on Nantucket you can order
a lobster Bloody Mary. What a
heavenly combination.

i

And so he should be. His lobster and
crab starter is a thriller,
 Weavoldsore headsinthe morning
and take breakfast seriously, fiitting
back and forth from the well-
stocked but canteen-like buffet.
i , we should be sitting on the
terrﬂce\ratmr than the dining
room where wlndows Inexplicably
The- Hea Is nd.lustlno to
ys says it's a work in
| think It’s had long
dining room formal. We o Itseffout. It can afford
though the decor doesn't ﬂulte to be more bold — and It needs an
know In which. centul'y it ﬁe ngs, Injection of style and some fresh alr.
The staffare undmtty ﬂm They could start by throwing open
everyone those dining room windows.

‘The Ch@f Is VGI“V OXCI ed The Headland Hotel,
lobster that was caught out Fistral Beach, c'omma TRT 1EW
this morning,’ says our :harmlno Double rooms from £149,

Parislan waltress asshe wavesinthe 01637872211, head nahotel.couk
general direction of the Atlantic. * ko
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TRAVEL FACTS

British Airways, 0844 493 0758,
ba.com, offers three nights at the
five-star Fairmont Copley Plaza from
£849pp based on selected travel
during September/October 2013.
Includes return flights and

accommodation. Nantucket
Island Resorts,
nantucketislandresorts.com,
offers rooms at the

White Elephant from

£126 per night and the
Wauwinet from €177,

Swish: The White Elephant.
Inset: Ben Stiller and his wife
Pictures: ALAMY/REX

Exploring the distinctive ca

All hotels are part of the Radisson
Blu group and offer a restaurant,
bar and alr-conditioned rooms with
private faciliies and satellite TV.
Astorija Hotel, Vilnius: 5-star hote!
in the Old Town. Podl and saune:
Latvifa Hotel, Riga: 4-star hotel,

Oldmpia Hotel, Tallion: 4-star hote!,
a short walk frum the Old Tows:
Bakery, indoor poot and sauns

Days 1 & Z London to Vilnius
Fiv to Vilnius for two nighta. City
tour includes the KGB Muséum anc

365 JULES VERNE

surrounded by shops and restaurants.

Gediminas Castia. Aftanoon ot beisuis.

s of Lithuana. Latvia & Estonia

Days 3 & 4 Vilnius to Riga

Travel to Rundale Palace for a visit and
funch before continuing to Riga for
two nights. City tour visits the Dome
Cathedral and St. Péter's Church
vieving platform. Aftemoon at leisum,

Days 5 to 7 Riga to Tallinn

Visit Parnu, Estonia’s ‘summer capite’.

Three nights in Tallinn. Walking tour
includes Nevsky Cathedral and the
Town Hall. Afteroon at leisure. Traved
to Kadriorg Palace to vigit Peter the
Great's house and palace.

Day 8 Tallinn to London
Return flight from Tallina to Londo:
or extend for 2 niohts i Helsinkd.

LITHUANIA,
LATVIA & ESTONIA

21 September 2013 and 4 October 2014

Price inchudes: Alr trave! & taxes, transfers.
7 nights’ acsommsodation, breskfast dalv,
2 unches, services of guides end iocs!
representatraes,

Privats Journey (privabs caz, driver/guide),
viait www viv.com or coll for details.
0845 166 7116 . vy
020 7616 1864
www.vjv.com/mail

Geios & infoemalion: Bam-Bam Waekdys:
Uam-Spds Cal- 1000s-4pen G & bank holidays.
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