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AnewNational Blues
Museumopened this
month in St. Louis, telling
the story of the blues
through interactive ex-
hibits that emphasize the
genre’s roots andworld-
wide influence.

An introductory video at
themuseumhas rocker
Robert Plant of LedZeppe-
lin explaining how the
blues of theMississippi
Delta sparked themusic of
theBeatles, Rolling Stones

and other British bands. A
quote in another exhibit
fromMuddyWaters says,
“The blues had a baby, and
they named it rock and
roll.”

TheGreatMigration of
African-Americans from
the rural South to urban
centers in theMidwest and
North during the first half
of the 20th century also
helped spread the blues, as
themuseum tells it. St.
Louiswas one of the cities
where someof thosemi-
grants settled.

Visitors begin their tour

bywriting their own lyrics
on a screen and then add-
ingmusical riffs on guitar,
harmonica andpiano at
different stations as they go
through themuseum.The
unique compositions are
emailed to their creators.

In the JugBandRoom, a
studio invites visitors to
play rhythm instruments
like spoons, shakers and
washboard. A computer
adds your face to a real jug
bandperforming on a
screen.

The $14millionmuse-
um’s 23,000 square feet

also includes an art gallery,
alongwith a performance
stage and full bar in a night-
club setting that hosts live
music.

Themuseum is in a
refurbished downtown
department store building
atWashington and Sixth
streets,walking distance
from theGatewayArch. It’s
openTuesday-Saturday, 10
a.m.-5 p.m., Sunday-Mon-
day, noon-5 p.m. Admis-
sion: adults, $15, seniors,
$12, students and children,
$10.www.nationalblues
museum.org

The $14 million National Blues Museum in St. Louis offers
artifacts and interactive exhibits in its 23,000 square feet.

NATIONAL BLUES MUSEUM

New St. Louis museum is all about the blues
By Beth J. Harpaz
Associated Press

Here are some of the
more interesting deals,
websites and other travel
tidbits that have come
across our desk recently:
■ LaCompagnie, the all-
business class airline, is
offering theBrit Spring
Escape,which provides
round-trip flights from
Newark,N.J., to London for
just $2,790 for two. Book-
ingsmust bemade byApril
30 for travel through June
30. 800-218-8187, tiny
url.com/hg9g6ch
■ AvoyaTravel has seven-
nightMediterranean
cruises aboardNorwegian
Cruise Line that are priced
as low as $639 per person,
double occupancy. The
Sept. 18 sailing fromBar-
celona, Spain,makes port
calls inNaples, Rome (Civi-
tavecchia) andLivorno,
Italy, andCannes andMar-
seille, France. 888-342-
2815, tinyurl.com/
hf54dng
■ Iowaplans to roll out a
newmuseum for quilt fans.
The IowaQuiltMuseum
will debutMay 21 inWin-
terset. The opening exhibit,
“ThreeCenturies of Red +
WhiteQuilts,”will feature

roughly 30 quilts from the
1800s to the present.
www.iowaquiltmuse
um.org
■ Nantucket, the popular
Massachusetts island off
CapeCod,will host the
NantucketWineFestival
May 18-22.www.nantuck
etwinefestival.com
■ “TheTaming of the
Shrew”will be presented at

the PalmBeach Shake-
speare Festival on July 7-10
and 14-17 in Jupiter, Fla.
www.pbshakespeare.org
■ Getting around inVan-
couver, BritishColumbia,
should be easier this sum-
merwith the introduction
of bike-share and electric
scooter-share programs.
tinyurl.com/znwml3m
■ GOFest—Whistler’s

GreatOutdoors Festival is
May 20-23 in the popular
BritishColumbia ski and
adventure sport town.
tinyurl.com/z94gwm8
■ IndependentTravel-
er.comoffers advice on
how to hack yourway to a
cheaper airfare at tiny
url.com/jhf9yvh.
■ TheTravel Insider from
QantasAirways lists 10

insider spots to visit in
MexicoCity at tiny
url.com/jnleqgu.
■ The It List 2016 reveals
Travel+Leisure’s picks for
the best newhotels in the
world. tinyurl.com/
lurg5qp
■ CruiseCritic.comhas
advice onhow to find the
best cruise bargains this
year at tinyurl.com/

gm47lc3.

Prices include taxes and fee
unless otherwise noted.
Deals andwebsites listed
here have been checked for
availability as of press time,
but the listings are not en-
dorsements.

PhilMarty is a freelance
writer.

A double-decker bus passes a field of daffodils in a park in London, where La Compagnie is offering a spring package with reduced business-class rates.

KIRSTY WIGGLESWORTHAP
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Chicago Tribune
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