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News
to use
By Phil Marty
Chicago Tribune

Here are some of the
more interesting deals,
websites and other travel
tidbits that have come
across our desk recently:
■ La Compagnie, the allbusiness class airline, is
offering the Brit Spring
Escape, which provides
round-trip flights from
Newark, N.J., to London for
just $2,790 for two. Bookings must be made by April
30 for travel through June
30. 800-218-8187, tiny
url.com/hg9g6ch
■ Avoya Travel has sevennight Mediterranean
cruises aboard Norwegian
Cruise Line that are priced
as low as $639 per person,
double occupancy. The
Sept. 18 sailing from Barcelona, Spain, makes port
calls in Naples, Rome (Civitavecchia) and Livorno,
Italy, and Cannes and Marseille, France. 888-3422815, tinyurl.com/
hf54dng
■ Iowa plans to roll out a
new museum for quilt fans.
The Iowa Quilt Museum
will debut May 21 in Winterset. The opening exhibit,
“Three Centuries of Red +
White Quilts,” will feature
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A double-decker bus passes a field of daffodils in a park in London, where La Compagnie is offering a spring package with reduced business-class rates.

roughly 30 quilts from the
1800s to the present.
www.iowaquiltmuse
um.org
■ Nantucket, the popular
Massachusetts island off
Cape Cod, will host the
Nantucket Wine Festival
May 18-22. www.nantuck
etwinefestival.com
■ “The Taming of the
Shrew” will be presented at

the Palm Beach Shakespeare Festival on July 7-10
and 14-17 in Jupiter, Fla.
www.pbshakespeare.org
■ Getting around in Vancouver, British Columbia,
should be easier this summer with the introduction
of bike-share and electric
scooter-share programs.
tinyurl.com/znwml3m
■ GO Fest — Whistler’s

Great Outdoors Festival is
May 20-23 in the popular
British Columbia ski and
adventure sport town.
tinyurl.com/z94gwm8
■ IndependentTraveler.com offers advice on
how to hack your way to a
cheaper airfare at tiny
url.com/jhf9yvh.
■ The Travel Insider from
Qantas Airways lists 10

insider spots to visit in
Mexico City at tiny
url.com/jnleqgu.
■ The It List 2016 reveals
Travel+Leisure’s picks for
the best new hotels in the
world. tinyurl.com/
lurg5qp
■ CruiseCritic.com has
advice on how to find the
best cruise bargains this
year at tinyurl.com/

gm47lc3.
Prices include taxes and fee
unless otherwise noted.
Deals and websites listed
here have been checked for
availability as of press time,
but the listings are not endorsements.
Phil Marty is a freelance
writer.

New St. Louis museum is all about the blues
By Beth J. Harpaz
Associated Press

NATIONAL BLUES MUSEUM

The $14 million National Blues Museum in St. Louis offers
artifacts and interactive exhibits in its 23,000 square feet.

A new National Blues
Museum opened this
month in St. Louis, telling
the story of the blues
through interactive exhibits that emphasize the
genre’s roots and worldwide influence.
An introductory video at
the museum has rocker
Robert Plant of Led Zeppelin explaining how the
blues of the Mississippi
Delta sparked the music of
the Beatles, Rolling Stones

and other British bands. A
quote in another exhibit
from Muddy Waters says,
“The blues had a baby, and
they named it rock and
roll.”
The Great Migration of
African-Americans from
the rural South to urban
centers in the Midwest and
North during the first half
of the 20th century also
helped spread the blues, as
the museum tells it. St.
Louis was one of the cities
where some of those migrants settled.
Visitors begin their tour

by writing their own lyrics
on a screen and then adding musical riffs on guitar,
harmonica and piano at
different stations as they go
through the museum. The
unique compositions are
emailed to their creators.
In the Jug Band Room, a
studio invites visitors to
play rhythm instruments
like spoons, shakers and
washboard. A computer
adds your face to a real jug
band performing on a
screen.
The $14 million museum’s 23,000 square feet

also includes an art gallery,
along with a performance
stage and full bar in a nightclub setting that hosts live
music.
The museum is in a
refurbished downtown
department store building
at Washington and Sixth
streets, walking distance
from the Gateway Arch. It’s
open Tuesday-Saturday, 10
a.m.-5 p.m., Sunday-Monday, noon-5 p.m. Admission: adults, $15, seniors,
$12, students and children,
$10. www.nationalblues
museum.org

