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A sea change for Nanuc

| As the true story behind ‘Moby-Dick’ comes to our cinemas, Kathy Arnold travels to New England
to visit the one-time whaling hub that is now one of America’s most exclusive holiday retreats
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1 the oy : hot's
70-strong fleet sailed the world on
Nantucket voyages that often lasted for years.
it L From | They made this community one of the
thedeck, Iean | richest in the United States, And that
s¢e Brant Point | money came from whaling.
Lighthouse That world Is captured in the film
flashing its In the Heart of the Sea, which opens
warnings and in the UK on Boxing Day. Basing his
sleek yachts in the marina. white | work on Nathaniel Philbrick’s award-
steeple of the First Congregational winning book of the same name,
Chureh stands silhouetted against Oscar-winning director Ron Howard
adeepbluesky. On shore, thereare | reereates the dramatic story of the
Essex, a N ket whaler that was
style homes andankle-twisting aftacked and sunk by an 85ft whale in
oobbln stones: Lying 30 muesolm:e the South Pacific in 1820, Years later,
Cape Cod, thandmsem thn real-life saga inspired Herman
!Mssniaﬂ istand is one e -Iick.
qrcluxlve twlklay desﬂnatiom. Tolearn mare, | ,Thead for
orfast food omlem the place is Musemn. The heavyweights of
tively delightful the deep gave their lives and their
But?oo yearsago. the seene was | blubber to llgh( up British homes and
picturesque. “The air was factories, In 1715, the streets of Hull
@me with the: and odour of were illuminated with whale oil.
tanneries and blacksmiths, taverns Fifty years later, with 5,000 street
nd distilleries. Tall-masted ships Jamps, London was the best lit

Great Poinl, left, is

one of many |

stunning vistas on
tucket istand,
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Herman Malville, | city in the worlt, As for the leviathin
below, was Inspired | that sank the Essex, "that was the first
to write his classic ruor(l of a sperm whale charging
novel Maoby-Dick & ship”, an enthusiastic storyteller
after hearing of the e\nlams during one of the regular
real-life tragedy talks. “That 80-ton mammal tookon a
that befell the 238-ton vessel - and it won.”
whaler Essex Suspended from the ceiling is the
impressive skeleton of a blue while.
Below, the flimsy-looking whale
boat is little larger than a dinghy.
Once away from the morther ship, |
the hunters pitted their wits against |
their prey. Razor-sharp harpoons
were thrown; when hooked, the
whale tried to free itself, pulling
hoat and crew for hours on what
was dubbed a Nantucket sleigh
ride, *Think of a roller coaster
going 10-20mph,” the storyteller
continues, “Nothing travelled that
fast In the early 1800s. Not until the
railroads came” When the whale
eventually tived, the team moved
in for the kill.
¥ That Is the simple, if

bloodthirsty, scenario of
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| and Benjamin

| than 200 years,




whale hunting, f1 the Heart of the Sea
harri

tells a more ific tale still. When the
Essex sank. the crew tools to the whale
hoats but they were far from land, the
coast of South America hemg some
2000 mllesaway ‘What h

18 the basis of In the Heart of the Sea.
Nickerson’s spindly script records the
fate of each crow member: “missing”,
“died”, "survived” and “shot” That

Is shor(hnml fora uzgndy that

next is e; In the museum’s
current exhibition, “Stove by a Whale:
20 Merw;us Boats, 96 Days™.

characters, first mate Owen Chase
“and baptain George Pollard. But
the museim also has authentic
mementoes of the Essex; alittie loop
of twine made by one of the survivors;
a sea chest found near the site of
the disaster.

Most powerful is cabinhoy Thomas
Nickerson's

heended

his days back on N;  Written
50 vears after the version

skill and mm'ﬁmm starvation and
cannibalism. Of the 20-stong crew,
only efght survived; among those who
died, seven were eaten.

Outside the musenm, the warm
sunshine lifts my sombre mood.
Children slurp ice cream; the posh
boutiques and cafés are bhusy;
everyone is having a good time,
ITamble along brick pavements,
where every other building seems
1o have a historie plaque. Thc Pacific
National Bank looks much as it did
200 years ago, when it was founded

Iookungr whaling profits. A
brick-built coununx hiouse his a
2lst-century ATM. Up on the hill stand
the manahnsqf successful upuuns

Inmor ownﬂ;lm%ham xhe

strands of In the Heart af the Sea and

‘That 80-ton
mammal took
ona238-ton
vessel, and won’

Lexcve your car on the
anceinland. Use the
Ia-laruthbmor

| Moby-Dick are spliced together like a
sailor’s rope.

Melyille made his first - and
anly - visit to Nantucket in 1352, to
sée the istand he had described so
vividly in his novel, published the
year before. Staying at what is now
the Jared Coffin House, he crossed the
street to s grey-shingled cottage, these
daysajewellery shop, His purpose was
to meet the town's nightwatchman,
| “To the islanders he was a nobody,”
Melyille recalled, “to me, the most
Impressive man, though wholly

encountered™ He was George Pollard,
former captain of the hapless Essex.
Whaling was a business that
Medville understond. In 1841, aged
21 he journeyed to the South Pacific
aboard the whaler Acushnet. And,
having met the son of first mate Owen
Chase, he knew all about the Essex.
Melville had sailed out of New Bedford,
Massachusetts, the mainland port
that ousted Nantucket as the whaling
capital of the world. Today, the former
rivals coukd not be more different. New
Bedford retains its grittiness, witha
commercial fishing fleet that is the
| most profitable in the US, Thanks to
| careful conservation, visitors can walle
| in the footsteps of Melville and his
| characters in Moby-Dick.
Much would be familiar to the
| author. He would recognise the
| white-pillared Custom House and
the Mariners’ Home, where a
reads: “No loose women or alcohal”.
Next door, the Seamen’s Bethel is still
open for worship. Covering the walls
are memorials to those who perished
far from home from cholera, shark
‘ hites or drowning. These cenotaphs
are all t0o real - unlike the pulpic, In
| Melville’s day, it was plain dnd simple;
this one looks like a ship's prow, "It
replicates the version seen in the
1956 movie of Moby-Dick," explains a
guide, with a wry smile, “Think of it
as artistic licence.”

Across the street in the New
Bedford Whaling Museum, | am
greeted by vet another skeleton, This
Ghft-long blue whale died nearly 20
iy kit de Uil
007€ 2 W oil. N
15 a half- scain model of
the Lagoda, one of the
“greasiest”, or most
profitable, whaling
ships of all time,
The masts are sel,
the gear is rigged

unassuming, even humble - that I ever |

The Nantucket Whaling Museum, above;
and historic Nantucket village, below

| Hills of western Massachusetts. At

that point, he was penning sc!

adventures, but ona ke up Mnnunvm(
Mountain, he happened to meet the
author Nzthamd Hawlhnme As their

novelist encouraged |hc asmililp
mariner to come up with a d.arka and
more complex yarm. And

Some 20 miles away is Anowh&'(d'
Meville'’s home, a shrine to the man
and his work. In the book-lined study,
awriting table stands by the window.
Day after day, Melville looked outat
\loung leylock Legend has !hat.

150 miles fram the sea, the mountain’

rounded, hump-like shape reminded

him of & whale, Meiville fiad never

forgotten the gruesome saga of the

Essex: the result was Maln-Dick.
Exght yearsafter the bool's

| in Pennsylvania. Although the first US
| oll boom rang the death knell for the

whale oil lndusu-}f it threw a lifeline o
the mammoths of the sea.

Nowadam from harhours
along the

once more to hunt
ug;?lou. But inm::d
harpooness, the

t}:clum- full of

o firstto cry: “Thar
she blows!™ &
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ESSENTIALS

Getting there

America As You Like it (020 B242 8200,
americassyoulikeit com) offery 12-day
fly-drive holldays in Massachusatts from |
1410 {two sharing), Includes return {
fiight frem London Heathrow to Boston,

| a whale-watching tip and 1 nl

accommodation, with three mgmi at the

med Coffin House on Nantucket.

| Where to stay

| ® Nantuckat island
The fared Coffin House (001 508 228

| 2400; jaredcaffinhouse com), belowe, is

| dose 1o all the main attractions. In the
| hamilet of Sasconset, the Beachside

| Bistro (thesummerhouse.com) serves

| New England seafood with an Italian twist.

The film In the Heart of the Seo has.
| triggered themed activities including
| exhibitions and waking tours at the ‘
Whaling Musewn {nha.arg), and a whaling
| hns(ory harbour tour with Shea:water . |

Altematively, explore Nantucket with
Gal! s Tours (nantucket fet/tours/aifs),
guided by a sixth-genertion isknder,

» New Bedford
Built for a whating captas in 1846, the
Orchard Stroet Manor (001 508 984

gwwwlted 200-year-old bam. Next
aor, the Stagecoach Tavem (001 v/}
413 220 8585 stagecoachtavernnet)
features Jocal produce. Hike up the
Monument Mountain trail ((hemmzu.
org) of tour Arrowhead, Meluiie's home
near Pitsfield (mobydick.org),

Further informution
massholiday.co.uk:
intheheartofthescam




